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Rise of Mass Incarceration

In 2016, 10.6 million inmates 

spent time in United States 

Correction System. 









Purpose of Study: 

• Gaps in the research regarding the experiences of former 

offenders after overcoming a criminal record.

• In-depth research and studies on the need for ex-offenders to 

have their record clean and research on ex-offenders who have 

petitioned the court to have their records sealed or expunged 

but no research on the aftermath of the phenomenon. 

• Develop a better understanding of correlation and dynamics 

between criminal recording clearing and access to employment

• Potential to engage local and state practitioners and 

stakeholders in creating strategies to address barriers to 

employment



Theoretical Framework 

• Restorative justice is a theory of justice that 

emphasizes repairing the harm caused or 

revealed by criminal behavior.  It is best 

accomplished through cooperative processes 

that include all stakeholders–the offender, the 

victim, and the community. 



Research Questions:

1. Does record clearing intervention such as criminal record 

expungement/ sealing diminish social and economic hardship for 

ex-offenders? 

2. What is the relationship between record clearing efforts such 

as criminal record expungement/ sealing and socioeconomic 

demographics express through employment income? 

3. How does the lived experiences of ex-offenders having their 

criminal record sealed influences ex-offenders’ transition to the 

labor market?

4. What visual story are the attributes of socioeconomic status, 

arrest rate, employment status, and record sealing rate telling 

regarding the access to record clearing interventions in different 

geographic areas of New York State?



Paper One: 

Qualitative Study



Paper 1: Qualitative analysis  

Methodology

 Phenomenological Approach

 lived experience of ex-offenders who have had their 
criminal record sealed under New York State Criminal 
Procedure Law 160.59

 7-10 semi-structured open-ended questions

 Population - 18 years and older but young enough to still be 
in the workforce

 Target population’s race should be representative of the 
incarceration population in New York State



Method of Analysis

 Memoing - until no new patterns or themes are found

 Axial coding - to capture broad themes related to the 
experiences of the participants with criminal record 
and employment

 Direct quotes from participants to aid the reader in 
understanding conclusions

 Notable author:  Joyce A. Arditti & Tiffaney Parkman, 
Ispa-Landa & Loeffler



Paper Two :

Geographic Information System  



Paper 2: GIS Study 

Attributes that affect access to record sealing in 

New York State Counties

• Socioeconomic status

• Arrest rate

• Employment status

• Location of ex-offender convictions



Obtained demographic data from NYS 

Department of Corrections 
 Number of Individuals with Criminal Convictions Sealed by Counties

 Number of individual who applied for Criminal Conviction Sealing by 

Counties 

 Geocoding on New York State County Shapefile

Data Collection



Paper Three: 
Quantitative Study



 Study the relationship between record sealing and 
socioeconomic demographics express through labor market 
information such as income, and number of ex-offenders in 
the workforce. 

 Obtained demographic data from NYS Department of Labor 
and Corrections

 Number of Individuals with Criminal Convictions Sealed 

 Rate of Unemployment By Place of Residence For New 
York State and Major Labor Areas

 New York Counties by median, population and per capita 
income 

Paper 3: Quantitative Study



Paper 1: Quantitative Analysis  

Methodology

 Multivariate statistical test such as multiple linear regression 

analysis

 SPSS statistical analytical tool

 Variables of adult arrest and criminal record sealing will be 

analyzed to predict achievement of employment in New York 

State by counties.

 Notable author: Michael Stoll 














