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Activity: Introducing and Focusing the Study & Collecting Data 
 

 
Groups (Very) General Topic # Group Members Qualitative 

Approach 
1 Consequences of 

ecosystem changes for 
human well-being in 
Niagara (county? region? 
US/Canada?) 

1 Barbara Surace Case Study 
2 Nick Gilewski Ethnography 
3 Cori Thurman Grounded Theory 
4 Kanasha Blue Phenomenology 
5 Brian Bray Narrative 
6 Ola Adelakun Narrative 

2 Envisioning the future of 
hospitality services in 
Niagara (county? region? 
US/Canada?). 

1 Unique Outlaw Case Study 
2 Caressa Guerrero Ethnography 
3 Kevin Barrett Grounded Theory 
4 Hui Cao Phenomenology 
5 Clement Kwakye Narrative 

3 Social justice and power in 
organizations in Niagara 
(county? region? 
US/Canada?) 

1 Lisa Condino Case Study 
2 Debbie McCleary Ethnography 
3 Ivan Aguilera Grounded Theory 
4 Amada Recio Phenomenology 
5 Shaun Smith Phenomenology 
6 Darci Novak Narrative 

 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
General Topic: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qualitative Approach: __________________________________________________________________ 
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1. Qualitative Research Problem Statement (need of the study—this can come from personal 
experience, job-related problem, research agenda or existing body of literature) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. Purpose Statement (major objective or intent; “road map” to the study) 
 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3. Research questions (open-ended, evolving and nondirectional)  

 (exploratory / explanatory / descriptive / emancipatory—social action) 
 
Start with: What…..?  How….? 
 

a. Overarching research question  
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b. Subquestions (related to topics, issues, procedures) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Data Collection 

 
 

a. Identifying site and/or individual(s) 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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b. Determining how to gain access and make rapport (e.g., IRB approval, gatekeeper, 
reciprocity, etc.) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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c. Sampling (purposeful vs. probability) (sampling actors, settings, events, artifacts) 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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d. Collecting data (interviews, observations, documents, audiovisual materials, digital 
archives, Internet, tests, surveys, etc.) (synchronous vs asynchronous) 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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e. Recording data (e.g., protocols, fieldnotes, mapping, photographing, sound recording, 

etc.) Distinguish between observed facts and researcher opinion/reflections. 

                      
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

f. Field Issues (e.g., building trust and credibility for purposes of entry and access; potential 
ethical issues; making sure that researcher does not force, interrupt, suppress or oppress 
subjects) 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
g. Storing data 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 


